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The end of 2019 marked the fifteenth anniversary of the 
creation of the Clongowes Wood College Foundation as a 
separate charitable trust.  As part of the greater Clongowes 

body, the Foundation works with and supports the College in its’ 
mission to educate pupils according to the best traditions and 
highest standards of Jesuit schooling, so that they may achieve 
true fulfilment and serve the world to the best of their ability.

That Clongowes has remained at the forefront of education 
throughout its two hundred and six years of existence is due to 
the vision and investment of past generations.  To this end the 
Foundation should be seen as a continuum of this enduring 
legacy.   

Over these past fifteen years, the Foundation and the College, 
together, have overseen a significant enhancement of the 
School’s infrastructure; and, through the introduction of the 
Alberto Hurtado Bursary Programme, have widened the access 
to a Clongowes education.  These achievements could not have 
taken place without the financial support of some 800 past 
pupils, parents, friends of the College as well as the Jesuit 
Community and Province, who have given so generously. Nor 
could these achievements have taken place without the energy 
and commitment of those that have worked before us in the 
Foundation; those that have nurtured the AHP to the success it is 
today and our Trustees, past and present.

This publication, by visualising their legacy, is a way of thanking 
our donors.  It is hoped that it will inspire others to follow in their 
footsteps and create their own legacy for future generations of 
Clongownians.  

Joe Rooney (OC 1979),  
Clongowes Wood College Foundation.



2004
The Castle and Community living quarters are renovated and restored, 

with the aim of reintegrating the Castle into the general life of the School.  
The major structural change of this project was the new Serpentine 

Gallery which links the Castle with the College.  The fine presentation 
showcases on the ground floor enable some of the exhibits from the 

College archives to be displayed along with the portraits of one hundred 
and ten Old Clongownians of distinction.  The large glasshouse-style roof 

provides great light and creates the impression of spaciousness.

In November a new floodlit, all-weather sports pitch is opened and 
dedicated to the memory of Vincent Murray, the much beloved, late  

assistant headmaster, teacher and senior rugby coach; a man who made  
a huge contribution to the development of rugby at the College and who  
left an indelible memory on those boys who were lucky enough to have  

been taught by him.  



2006
This year saw the renewal and renovation of the Boys’ Chapel,  

which was originally built in 1907.  New seating, lighting and a new 
sound system were installed while the interior is repainted, and the 

masonry is restored.

2005
The Lower Line Study is renovated. The Lower Line Study sits on the 
first floor of the first structure to be purpose built in Clongowes, as a 
Study and Refectory in 1816.  The original building was destroyed by 
fire in 1886 and was replaced immediately, following a fund raising 

campaign amongst past pupils.  The current renovation includes the 
re-flooring of the study and the installation of new desks, lighting and 

computer access points.



2007
 A key development in the life of Clongowes is the introduction of the 
Alberto Hurtado Bursary Programme (AHP).  The AHP is a bursary 

scheme inspired by the desire to remove barriers to the unique 
educational experience that a seven-day boarding school can offer.  

The objective of the AHP is to offer opportunity to boys who might 
otherwise not fulfil their potential because of socio-economic 

disadvantage.  Students are chosen on the basis of eligibility and 
suitability, family ambition and their potential to thrive in a boarding 
environment.  As of the end of the 2018-19 academic year there have 

been 46 graduates of the programme and there are currently 39 
bursary students in the College.  

A number of classrooms and a lecture room in the 1929 Building  
are refurbished.



2009
The James Joyce Library was officially opened by Ken Monaghan, a 

nephew of James Joyce, who attended Clongowes between 1888 and 
1891.  This library serves as an illustration of how a building and a 

vision can meaningfully impact on the life of a school.  The objective 
of this great depository of fact and fiction is to convey the power of 
knowledge and empathy.  Under the guidance of the School’s first 

full-time librarian, the library, on any given day, will host an average 
of some 80 visitors; its quiet ambiance creating a space for the 

imagination and for learning.  A conservatory, adjoining the library, 
houses rooms for formal and informal study groups.

This library replaced a series of more or less makeshift libraries that 
have been in place since 1815, when according to the letters of Br. 

Philip Reilly SJ, ‘the nucleus of a library in the newly-opened college of 
Clongowes Wood’ arrived following a perilous sea voyage from Palermo.    

2008
The Poetry Rooms in the 1966 Building are completely renovated; all the 
windows are replaced and the rooms insulated. The flat roof is replaced 

with a pitched roof.  On the ground floor the old refectory is converted into a 
study area for the Third Line with the addition of piano practise rooms. 



2010
The Science, Art and Technology Building, opens in time for the 

commencement of the new academic year, providing the School with a 
learning resource of third level standard.  It comprises three dedicated 

classrooms and separate laboratories, an adaptable lecture room 
catering for up to eighty students, a technology/technical graphics room 
and an art classroom with a pottery area.  The facilities are equipped to 
a very high standard.  It has made a significant difference to the way in 

which science is taught and learned in Clongowes.  
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Since its Foundation in 1814, Clongowes has evolved to meet 
the changing educational needs of successive generations, 
while always seeking to school its pupils according to the best 

traditions and highest standards of Jesuit education with its focus on 
personal character and the contribution that each individual can make 
to society: the creation of what Fr. Peter-Hans Kolvenbach S.J., the 
Society’s twenty-ninth Superior General, called ‘men of competence, 
conscience and compassionate commitment.’ 

‘Our present students will in time assume various roles….in all sorts 
of responsible occupations.  The children of today become the adults 
of tomorrow, so their formation in life and learning will benefit many 
others, with the good results of that spreading more widely every 
day, to the greater glory and service of God our Lord.’  St Ignatius 
Loyola S.J., 1552

A continuous investment in the College’s infrastructure has been 
required to accommodate the changing needs of different generations.  
Over the past two hundred plus years, the School has evolved from 
one where the boys and the community lived and learnt together in 
the Castle to one whose activities are spread over a campus of some 
twenty buildings.  In recent years a significant investment has taken 
place to extend access to those whose circumstances historically 
would have precluded them from attending Clongowes.   

To this end the current generation of students benefit from the 
legacy of previous generations.  For Clongowes to remain at the 
forefront of Irish and international education, the School will need 
current and future generations to be equally inspired to provide for 
the generations yet to follow. 
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